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So smooth a change-over in the Government at Peiping, with the
unopposed appointment of Nanking's own nominees, marked a dis-
tinct advance from the state of affairs of a few years previously, even
allowing for the fact that, without support from Nanking, no Chinese
military commander would at this time have been likely to covet
Peiping—unless he were ready to throw in his lot with 'Manchukuo5
and Japan.
The authority of the Central Government was half-heartedly chal-
lenged later in the summer by the veteran rebel Feng Yii-hsiang and
one of his former Generals, Fang Chen-wu, who entered on minor
canti-Japan5 campaigns, against the orders of Nanking. The move-
ments subsided for lack of support, and cthe Christian General5
returned to his habitual asylum on the Sacred Mountain in Shantung.
The ruler of that important province, General Han Fu-ch5u, con-
tinued loyal, though independent; and as other former recalcitrants,
in particular Wu P5ei-fu and Governor Yen of Shansi, remained
quiescent, the Northern status quo in general underwent little change
throughout the year.
Meanwhile, from the South, the Central Government had to face
first virulent criticism and later a revolution.  The breach between
Nanking and Canton, which had not been closed by the wave of
patriotic feeling induced by Japanese aggression in 1931 and 1932,
was now kept wide open by the hostility of the South-Western
Political Council towards Chiang Kai-shek in person—a bitterness
which was especially intense in the case of his former colleague and
subsequent prisoner Hu Han-min, who was now residing in Hong-
kong.   Good individual relations between Chiang and the Canton
military Governor-General Ch5en Ch5i-t5ang, cemented by financial
assistance and by an accommodating attitude on the part of Nanking
towards Canton's pretensions to local autonomy, served to prevent
an open conflict. But, though the Canton Government itself refrained
from positive separatist action, Nanking had to submit to public
denunciation over the truce with Japan and the £cotton and wheat5
loan which was negotiated with the United States. It was Cantonese
opposition also which prevented the holding of a National Congress
of the Kuomintang, fixed for July, and thus blocked discussion of
the next steps to be taken in the development of the government
system in China, which for the time remained officially in a transitory
stage.  The regular plenary session of the Central Executive Com-
mittee, which was due to take place in November, was similarly
postponed owing to the refusal of the Southern delegates to attend
and to the outbreak of the revolution in Fukien.

